The title compound, C 12 H 9 N 3 O 2 , adopts an E conformation at the imine double bond. The pyridyl ring makes a dihedral angle of 47.78 (5) with the benzene ring, indicating the molecule is twisted. In the crystal, molecules are -stacked into columns parallel to [100], with an interplanar separation of 3.8537 (8) Å , corresponding to the length of the a axis. The chains are further linked via weak C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, forming two-dimensional sheets parallel to (010). The sheets interact by van der Waals interactions. 
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Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2014 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2014) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXT (Sheldrick, 2015a); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2015 (Sheldrick, 2015b); molecular graphics: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) and enCIFer (Allen et al., 2004) . At room temperature, 2-pyridinecarboxaldehyde (1.90 ml, 0.02 mol) was added to a benzene solution (100 ml) of 4-nitroaniline (2.76 g, 0.02 mol), with a few drops of acetic acid added as catalyst. The reaction mixture was stirred under reflux at 110 °C. After 6 h of reflux, the yellow solution was neutralized with Na 2 CO 3 (2 mmol), filtered, and concentrated to dryness in vacuo. The residue was recrystallized from a mixture of CH 2 Cl 2 and petroleum ether (2:1, v/v) to give lightyellow crystalline solid of (I).
S2. Refinement
The C-bound hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atom positions with a C-H distances of 0.93 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I), showing 35% probability displacement ellipsoids nd atom labels.
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Figure 2
A packing view of (I) along (010). Hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines.
4-Nitro-N-[(pyridin-2-yl)methylidene]aniline
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